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Small World Mission 
"The Eye leaps over the wall” - Loris Malaguzzi  
Small World has developed a rich deep pedagogy that is as African-inspired as it is Reggio-inspired. 
Our mission is to share our practice/perspective with our city and also our country to provoke 
transformation in education for our children. Thus, our eye leaps over (our) wall. 

These days (Our mission for 2020) 
o To advocate for curriculum change in SA 
o To invite multiple perspectives on our approach and share what we are doing with Jozi and 

SA 
o To advocate for a stronger image of the child in our city and country 
o To be a Reggio Centre of Excellence, a beacon school for Reggio in SA 
o To be a Lab School, offering professional Reggio development for teaching 
o To use our every day practice as research into teaching and learning 
o To develop our Forest School Pedagogy 
o To pioneer a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) Atelier 
o To develop our Dance/Drama/Music/Movement Atelier 
o To create encounter-centred relationships with the uniqueness that each child, teacher and 

parent brings. 
o To extend our focus on bilingualism to developing Zulu as medium of instruction. Our goal is 

that children who enroll in the playgroup will be bilingual in Zulu and English by the time 
they leave Small World in Gr R.  (The Education Dept. has made learning an African 
language compulsory from Gr 1.) 

One day 
o To start a Reggio-inspired Primary School Forest School, so that our children can go on to a 

school that values their hard-earned abilities not only to read, write and count, but also to 
collaborate, innovate and think critically. This has been their foundation at Small World. 
Although our children do very well at whatever primary school they go to, their proficiency 
in the “hundred languages” is often not capitalised on when our children go to traditional 
primary schools.  

o To start a Remida Centre which collects and curates industrial waste items like wood 
offcuts, or reams of fabric so that schools can have access to interesting materials to 
create with. For more info see https://www.facebook.com/smallworldplaygroup.co.za/ 

All day, every day (Our ‘big picture’ vision) 
o To enhance children's self-concept and social skills as they learn to get along in the world, 

as they learn how to be a good citizen in a democratic community 
o To ensure that children have a childhood full of play, adventure, mystery and investigation 
o To create a community where the adults and therefore the children experience a sense of 

connection and feel safe to be who we are, and to experience a sense of belonging and new 
possibilities for making the world a better place 

o To be involved in something meaningful and make a difference in the world 
o To practice being in the moment, fully present and open to connection 
o To have meaningful exchanges of ideas, needs, skills, and resources  
o To create and maintain a school culture that welcomes, recognizes, and celebrates 

diversity in all of its forms, including, but not limited to, diversity of socio-economic 
background, culture, physical appearance, race, national or ethnic background, gender, 
gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, family structure, religion, 
perspective, physical disability, learning style, linguistic difference, and age. 

We strive to foster trust, empathy, and conscientiousness through our pedagogy, operations, and 
activities, both inside the classroom and in our larger school community. In addition, we continually 
examine how bias and privilege affect our perceptions of the world around us and what we can do 
to challenge and change any biases we might currently hold, no matter how discomforting they may 
be to confront. 
SW School’s commitment to diversity requires the support and participation of our entire 
community. The daily work of students, staff and parents draws a direct line to our vision of a more 
equitable, diverse, harmonious, and inclusive world. 

The Reggio way 

https://www.facebook.com/smallworldplaygroup.co.za/


The Reggio Emilia Approach 
The Reggio pedagogy is rooted in the political context of the Italian city of Reggio Emilia and this 
informs all aspects of how educators work with children. By working in a Reggio-inspired way, 
educators must be prepared to consider the child's rights in relation to educational programmes and 
be willing to work in a way that defies normal practice where it infringes on the child's rights e.g. 
assessment, topics etc. 

Reggio is an approach to early childhood education that puts the  child at the centre of their own 
learning. Children get to build knowledge about what actually interests them. And they get to do it 
using all their senses and their many languages of expression, like art, sculpture, shadow play, etc.  

But it's not just glorified babysitting. The teachers are just as involved in the learning process. They 
actively listen for what makes each individual tick. Then, they document each child's learning 
moments through photos and transcripts of conversations, which are then shared with the family.  

Reggio holds a very strong image of the child. We see the child as innately driven to learn, highly 
competent and creative. And, what you see is what you get.  

The environment is also important. A Reggio-inspired school is beautiful, welcoming of difference 
and rich with possibilities to discover and play. 

Reggio schools are also very focused on community because they know that children are born social 
and they learn best through collaboration. Lots of time and love goes into building strong trusting 
relationships where parents, teachers and children can speak their minds freely and feel heard.  

It is no wonder that Reggio schools have been hailed by Newsweek as some of the Top 10 pre-
schools in the world!  It is this 21st century approach to early years education that has teachers 
from all over the world flocking to the region of Reggio Emilia in Italy to be inspired by those who 
have pioneered it.  

Our Image Of The Child is where teaching and learning begins and informs everything we do. Here 
are five defining points:  

o Children are capable, competent, curious and creative. 
o Children are natural researchers – they question what they see, hypothesise solutions, 

predict outcomes, experiment, reflect on and represent their discoveries. 
o Children are active, self-motivated learners, seeking to understand the world in which they 

live, and learn when supported through adult interactions. 
o Children learn by sharing their thinking with peers and adults.  
o The child is viewed as one being as a whole with infinite languages to communicate their 

ideas, and make meaning. 
https://www.reggioalliance.org/downloads/malaguzzi:ccie:1994.pdf 
Reggio is about Rights:  https://www.reggioalliance.org/downloads/v2.n1.rights.pdf 

You are your child’s First Teacher and participation in the education of your child is both a right 
and a responsibility. The Second Teacher is your child’s teachers and co-teachers. Our role is to 
listen, to teach, to inspire, to lead and to follow. But it is also to innovate and advocate for the 
rights of the child to a better deal in schools. The Third Teacher is the environment/learning 
space, which is beautifully curated, purposeful and rich with open-ended materials.  

“The Child has a 100 Languages” - Multiple Intelligences 
Loris Malaguzzi sums up the 100 Languages in this poem: 

https://www.reggioalliance.org/downloads/malaguzzi:ccie:1994.pdf
https://www.reggioalliance.org/downloads/v2.n1.rights.pdf


The Hundred Languages 
No way. The hundred is there. 
The child 
is made of one hundred. 
The child has 
a hundred languages 
a hundred hands 
a hundred thoughts 
a hundred ways of thinking 
of playing, of speaking. 
A hundred always a hundred 
ways of listening 
of marveling, of loving 
a hundred joys 
for singing and understanding 
a hundred worlds 
to discover 
a hundred worlds 
to invent 
a hundred worlds 
to dream. 
The child has 
a hundred languages 
(and a hundred hundred hundred more) 
but they steal ninety-nine. 
The school and the culture 
separate the head from the body. 
They tell the child: 
to think without hands 
to do without head 
to listen and not to speak 
to understand without joy 
to love and to marvel 
only at Easter and at Christmas. 
They tell the child: 
to discover the world already there 
and of the hundred 
they steal ninety-nine. 
They tell the child: 
that work and play 
reality and fantasy 
science and imagination 
sky and earth 
reason and dream 
are things 
that do not belong together. 
And thus they tell the child 
that the hundred is not there. 
The child says: 
No way. The hundred is there. 

-Loris Malaguzzi , Founder of the Reggio Emilia Approach (translated by Lella Gandini)



Reggio in South Africa 
Even in SA, teachers and lecturers come from all over the country to learn more about unique 
pedagogy. Small World has been at the forefront of this movement bringing to bear its 10 years of 
experience as South Africa’s first Reggio-inspired school. Some of our staff have presented at Africa 
Reggio Emilia Alliance (AREA) workshops all around the country, and at International Conferences. 
We have hosted Tiziana Fillipini for professional development. For an updated report on Reggio in 
SA, look at the AREA website: https://reggiocoza.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/
area_2017report.pdf 

Atelier 
The Art Atelier is the heartbeat of a Reggio Emilia-inspired school.  An old term for it would be an 
“art classroom” but it is better described as an artist’s studio or makerspace/ lab. The children are 
exposed to the materials every artist would have in their studio: real clay, quality charcoal, good 
paint, and basically anything that might make an artist tick, because, as Pablo Picasso said, “Every 
child is an artist.” The Art Atelierista is our “art teacher”. At Small World, our Art Atelieristas have 
degrees in Fine Art with an additional teaching qualification. They function as artists-in-residence 
who lead the children into creative discovery and learning.  

We have found that the Atelier is such an effective space to learn, that we have ‘diffused the 
atelier’ throughout the school, and have set up more ateliers so that children can learn in an 
inquiry-based, experiential way with access to lots of materials that inspire their thinking. 
Parents need to purchase an  A3 Art Box Formosa Brand barcode( 6005912007325)They can be 
purchased from  Westpack or Crazy plastics. The school does sometimes get stock of this in, 
however it is due to supplier availability . 

The Food Atelier is a meeting space that is all about food and where food comes from. It involves 
anything from preparing soil and planting seeds to grinding herbs or watering plants. It’s a melting 
pot for children of all ages. 

A STEM Atelier is set up every day to explore the languages of shadow, light, science, technology, 
engineering, design and image making. 

The Story Atelier is a place where we learn the languages of respectful dialogue, philosophical 
discussion, reading, writing, and arithmetic (what’s known as the 3Rs) but also 7 C’s. Those C’s 
include: critical thinking; creativity and innovation; collaboration; cross-cultural understanding; 
communication; care for the environment; and curiosity and inquiry. In this way, our children will 
be prepared not only for school but also for life. 

Documentation 
Documentation is learning made visible. It is a major component of a Reggio-inspired school. The 
Teaching Artist Journal describes it like this:  “Documentation collected through photographs, 
recorded conversations, and visual art examples can provide an opportunity for educators 
to make visible the learning that is happening in the classroom for individual children but 
also for a group of children or an entire classroom. Documentation reveals not only what 
children are learning but also how they are learning.”  
Here is an example of documentation of children’s ideas and feelings about the earth:  
Planetary Messages https://youtu.be/VbOwJYecyV8 

The Golden Rule 
Small World has only one rule: “treat others as you would wish to be treated”. The Golden Rule 
can be considered an ethic of reciprocity and empathy. But true democracy cannot be preached, 
only lived, and children often learn through trial and error. We have fair but firm boundaries around 
hurting with deeds or words. We actively teach the skills of sharing and collaboration. 

If a child does make a mistake, the Rainbow Chair is a beautiful little space in between the trees, 
where children can play at any time, but it is also used as a “time out” space, where a child can 
cool down and think a little about a misdemeanour. It is not seen as a space for punishment, but 
rather, a space where a teacher can go sit next to the child for a while to talk things through and 
recommit to the terms of engagement in their friendships. Here is a blog about our approach to 
Discipline: https://youtu.be/nU_ovMm4eyk 

https://reggiocoza.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/area_2017report.pdf
https://reggiocoza.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/area_2017report.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15411790801910735
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/15411790801910735
https://youtu.be/VbOwJYecyV8
https://youtu.be/nU_ovMm4eyk


Mornings at Small World  

7:30 – 8:30 DROP OFF:  Saying Goodbye and a warm welcome (gate closes at 8:30 sharp!)

8:30 CHOICE PLAY: Morning assembly on the Stoep to introduce the play provocations 
we have set up, then children choose to explore a provocation of their choice.

9:00 IZITHELO / Fruti-Tuti: children help themselves to fresh fruit and veg if they 
feel peckish. 
POP UP STORY: somewhere in the garden a story pops up, which children can 
choose to join or not. It sometimes includes puppets or veld storyboards.

9:45 Washing hands ritual, all drink water, 5 mins Brain Gym.

10:00 CLASS RING TIMES: inquiry-led music, dance, drama, sing-song, baking, 
meditation, or storytelling.

10:30 SNACK TIME in the fairy forest: sit down together for a home-cooked shared 
meal and reflect on what we have been busy with and what’s news in our lives.

10:40 Wee and wash/nappy changing

10:45 OUTDOOR PLAY: jungle gym, sand pit, bikes, obstacle courses, treasure hunts, 
chasing bubbles, trampoline, gardening, water play, cooking, art-making.

11:15 CLASS ART-MAKING: focusing on one particular skill like painting, drawing, 
pasting, clay, wirework, collage.

11:45 CLASS STORYTIME: reading with the Story Time Parrot.

12:00 Pick-up time Playgroup

12:15 Pick-up time Preschool

12:30 Children not collected, are automatically put in Aftercare at the daily rate.

07:00 – 

07:30

Teacher arrival and provocation set up  
Board Meetings where teaching teams share 

with each other what’s planned for the day

07:30 – 

08:30

Children & parents arrival  
Warm welcome, greeting friends, coffee, 

settling in, saying goodbye, engaging with 

provocations of the day



08:30 – 

08:45

08:45 – 

09:45

PROJECT TIME in Ateliers (Art, Theatrelier, 

Food, Digital, Co-lab), Classrooms & Outside in 

garden. Izithelo!
CLASS 1 CLASS 2 CLASS 3

09:45 - 

10:30

⭕ Inquiry 

Circle 

⭕ Launch Meet on stoep. 

Movement, Music, Meditation and Poetry. 
Atelieristas/Teachers introduce new materials/
provocations to the children, and chat about 
any other business eg trampoline rules, 
reminders of outings, requests for materials. 
English and Zulu 

⭕ Inquiry 

Circle 
🎨 Art 



10:45 - 

11:45 

11:45-12:

15

Outdoor Play

Outdoor Play

Reflection & Storytime  
Sharing a learning story of the day and story 

reading/telling

12:15 - 

12:30

Goodbye and Home Time for Children 

Communitying Time Teachers give verbal/

informal feedback to Parents about the day

🥘 Snack 

time 

🥘 Snack 

Time 

⭕ Inquiry 

Circle 

🎨 Art 

🥘 Snack time 

🎨 Art 

Outdoor Play 



Saying Goodbye:  We encourage a loving and loud goodbye to your child in the morning, believing 
that your child is strong, and capable of standing on her/his own two feet while you are not there.  

Stoep:  In Italy, the “Piazza” is the meeting place of the community – a place where young and old 
gather and catch up, as well as share joys and celebrations with a cup of tea/coffee/wine. In South 
Africa, we call this our “stoep”, where we do just that. You will always find parents gathered here 
before and after school.  

Fruti-Tuti/ Izithelo:  Every morning, Louisa stands at the gate to welcome you. She also has a 
basket next to her. This basket serves to collect the fruit/vegetable you have brought from your 
home to share with everyone. The fruit/veg is cut up together with the children, all in Zulu. This is 
not only about ensuring children are well fed during the day, and are learning conversational Zulu, 
but also to create an experience of sharing. The teachers sing “Izithelo!” when this is ready to 
eaten by everyone.  

Friendship Forest is a hidden and magical space where the fairies live, but also where we eat our 
home-cooked, healthy snack together. Our chef prepares a vegetarian meal, following a 3-week 
menu. Children help set the table, decorate it with flowers and learn table manners. 

Mad Hatter Tea Party 
On Fridays, we have a Mad Hatter Tea Party! It is a huge celebration that brings the playgroup and 
the preschool together as one. We all wear crazy hats on the day and eat muffins/scones and tea at 
a Long Table, decorated with flowers and beautiful objects that we’ve found or made.  

Forest School 
The preschool has “Park School” on Monday mornings. We walk across to Emmarentia Botanical 
Gardens and have school in the gardens. Every child carries her/his own backpack with a little 
snack and water bottle, to be enjoyed among the trees. We follow the ‘Forest School Pedagogy’ 
and treat the whole park as an unlimited atelier. The playgroup does not do Forest School.  

Health & Safety 
This is a nut-free school - no nuts or nut butters allowed during school, aftercare or holiday club. 
No medicines in school bags - please hand to Rai, at the office, for safekeeping. Please alert us of 
your child’s allergies or medical conditions. 

Most of our 17 staff are First Aid trained . We have a Fire Safety Procedure, and are fully registered 
with the Dept of Health and Safety, and the Fire Dept.  In case of emergencies, we have SCP on call 
and a very responsive community security forum.We also have a guard on duty from 6am daily. 

Holiday Club 
Holiday Club runs for the first week of any given school holiday. It is a themed week packed full of 
activities and run by Naz.  Older siblings are also welcome - they enjoy the responsibility of 
‘helping’ the younger ones and provide great excitement! Booking and payment (in advance) are via 
school office into normal school account.  

Fridays for Future 
Following on from the global Fridays For Future movement, multiage Project Teams will be set up 
to teach leadership and provoke multiage friendships.This will start from mid  February. Family 
members are welcome to come in on Fridays to do projects or activities with the children.There is 
also a whole school Mad Hatter’s Tea Party  

12:30 

-2:00

Aftercare / Staff Meetings / Documenting & 

Class Set up & Parent Communication & 

Research



Afternoons at Small World 

Extra- murals 
A variety of extra-murals is available at Small World. They all run after school from 12:30pm 
onwards. The activities are booked and paid directly with the relevant providers. Currently children 
can participate in activities like Yoga, Playball or Pottery. Children have a 15 minute break after 
school to share a packed lunch with their friends in the shade of the Fairy Forest before activities 
start.  

Aftercare 
Naz Scholtz and Lynette Ncube run a structured programme with fun themes, but there is plenty of 
time for free play. Please pack a nut-free lunch for your child. You can sign-up for specific days of 
the week, or send your child on an ad hoc basis as required. Booking and payment (in advance for 
the term) is made via school office into the standard school account. 

Seedlings 
Seedlings is an Infant-Toddler Program from 0-2years olds that provides a dynamic and unique 
opportunity for parents/caregivers and their infants to embark on a mindful journey of discovery 
together. Children will have the opportunity to explore a wide range of expressive media for 
example clay, watercolours, light, shadow, music, in an environment that encourages investigation, 
curiosity and experimentation. 
Caregivers/parents can observe as their child gains confidence in socialising and forming 
relationships with their peers. With discussions ranging from parenting practices to observations of 
children at work, participants will embark on a retrospective journey that will help to examine 
their parenting techniques and will provide opportunities for both parent and child to have shared 
experiences that inspire curiosity, promote connection and support the adult-child connection. 
Come share and explore a variety of materials as well as rich, thought provoking conversations. and 
let’s not forget the delicious, nutritious High Tea served in the Fairy Forest afterwards!  
Seedlings classes take place one afternoon per week.Starting mid year 2020 



Who we are 
Lindi Bell - BA (Eng, Psych) & HDE 
Principal and Pedagogista 
Lindi’s ability to question everything brings forth a richness to the school that can maybe be 
compared to a Small Forest, where possibility clings to every branch. Lindi sees all children as 
strong, capable, creative and highly intelligent, and this is celebrated in Every Child, Every Day. 

The Playgroup Teachers 
Seluleko Nyathi, 1-2 Year Old Class Teacher 
Seluleko Nyathi is a mother of 3. She 11 years of experience working with children of different age 
groups. She is a very loving and patient person. She passed her ECD training at Melville Childcare 
College with distinction. 

Nasmeen Scholtz ,Co-teacher & Afterschool Manager 
Naz has eyes everywhere, and can multi-task like crazy. She really sees children and is always 
willing to slow down and really be with every child who crosses her path. Her strengths include her 
warm can-do attitude, and her gentle guiding of children to become proud citizens of Small World.  
Naz is also in charge of the aftercare programme and runs a week long holiday club during the 
school holidays.  

Pinky Dube  
Pinky is the  co teacher for the 18-24 month class.She started out as a cleaning lady at Small World.  
Her Go-Beyond attitude has taken her to a trainee co-teacher.She understands each child’s 
different personalities! She is often found helping with anything that needs help. Whenever she 
sees a documentable moment, she will video it and send it along. 

Aimee Pahad 
Aimee is a qualified Montessori teacher with more than 20 years of child care experience. She has 
always loved working with children and has a real passion for education. Aimee is also a mom of 3 
boys, Xavier 4, Hugo 2 and a new little one on the way. Aimee is very excited to expand her 
knowledge of Reggio Emilia and to be part of the Small World Family.  

Lynette Zimunya , Co-teacher – 10 year experience at Small World  
Lynette is also known as “The Child Whisperer” of the Playgroup. Her strengths lie in being close to 
every child she encounters, really listening to everyone and her exceptional patience with every 
child and every situation handed to her. She is a natural comforter and can do a thousand things at 
the same time. Lynette is your go-to person for all things practical pertaining to your child.  

Nancy Zvouma,-2-3 Year Old Class Teacher Current: 3rd year Bed, Reggio Training Workshops 
Nancy can be spotted from afar as her glass is always full, and her smile is always genuine and 
warm. She is an eternal researcher who always finds new ways to encourage curiosity in children. 
She can pull anything out of her hat with her resourcefulness. Nancy heads the Food Atelier in the 
courtyard – a space that draws in children of all age groups to experiment, play, discover, think, re-
think and create theory.  

Courtney Townshend 
Courtney is a BA honors fine art graduate who discovered her love for working with children while 
assisting at a preschool in Malalane, sne is passionate about combining knowledge of art and 
teaching to see changes in the education system in South Africa. She appreciates the creative and 
artistic approach to Reggio Amelia and to learn, grow and teach in the treehouse with the 3-4 year 
olds! 

Sarah Spring, Atelierista  - BA (Fine Arts), Art History and Visual Culture Reggio training course 
Sarah was introduced to the Reggio Emilia approach seven years ago, when she took on the role of 
Atelierista at the Early Learning School at Reddam House Waterfall. The role has taken on different 
attributes over the years, allowing her to gain experience in teaching, mentoring, and curriculum 
design. Documentation and organisation were a crucial part of her work. Sarah loves making 
children’s thinking visible as she works to develop their skills in artmaking.  



The Preschool Teachers 

Dionne Mankazana  - B.Soc.Sc, Current: 3rd year BEd (Foundation Phase) 
Dionne is an educator by trade, but she nurtures and inspires minds—young and old—both inside and 
outside the classroom. She aims to be a thought leader in the sphere of learning and development. 
With a unique and multi-faceted approach to teaching, Dionne unlocks creativity within learners by 
incorporating play and exploration into her teaching style. Her tool is holistic education, designed 
to promote balance, empathy, hard work and the belief in infinite possibilities for all. Her mission 
is to equip children to become well balanced, global citizens making positive contributions in their 
families, communities and countries; to empower them to use their challenges to forge resilient 
spirits; and to encourage them to be conduits of love and light.  

Jarred Parenzee 
Jarred has worked in the theatre industry for many years as a theatre manager and sound engineer. 
He has also taught theatre craft, dj-ing & music production in high school. He hopes to explore the 
world through the use of technology, music and play.He is at the preschool on Tuesday,Wednesday & 
Thursday and is based in the 3-4 year old class in the Preschool. 

Lucy Buhr HDE 
Lucy completed a higher diploma in education with two years preprimary specialist focus in 
JCE.She taught in pre-primary and primary school for years while studying for her bachelor of arts 
through Unisa and then completed her honours in psychology. Lucy ran Honeybees playcentre for 20 
years, where she was always blessed with a wonderful parent body and curious, energetic, 
beautiful children. Lucy is a mother of 5 children who are all interesting individuals enjoying unique 
journeys through life.  She has an interest in how children learn and the cognitive processses 
involved. Lucy feels that unless happy vibes are cultivated, very little learning happens... 

Gilé Motshwane BMus (Jazz) 
Gilé is a Performer and Production Coordinator as well as mum to Lesedi Violet. Her specialty is the 
language of drama and music. She is passionate about teaching ECD and giving children the 
opportunity to truly experience the language of drama, music and movement. 

Emma Povey - BA Fin Arts (Film) Honours, Current: Post graduate Certificate in 
Education(Foundation Phase) 
Emma is a mum of 3 with an eye for detail and a heart for the education of children. She is 
passionate about the importance of early education and believes that the formative years lay the 
groundwork for the rest of a child's life. 

Samson Ncube Co- teacher and ball skills coach                                      
Samson Ncube has over 15 years experience teaching children. He is a qualified teacher, with level 
4 in basic child care .He has conducted various conferences and workshops on how to teach, reach 
and care for young children of different age groups.He enjoys enriching children's education both in 
the classroom and on the playground.His experience and passion makes him a good male influence 
for the children.He is a father of 3. 

Tessa Hallowes-Stobie, Art Atelierista, Preschool Manager  -BA Phil, PGCE -FDP ECD 
The walls of Tess’s Atelier reflect her incredible creativity and innovation. These images always 
draw children in, inspire them with wonder and an urge to create anything possible on earth. Tess 
has a thorough knowledge of the creative (and other!) needs of the preschool child – and her ways 
of bringing this across to the children on a daily basis are remarkable. She is the heartbeat of the 
preschool and her artistic and loving nature is felt by all.  

Louisah Legadima , Operations Manager  - 18 years experience 
Louisa is the Face of Small World School. Her sense of humour ignites many giggles from children, 
parents and collegues. Louisa is our Keeper of Keys, and every parent/ caregiver will cross her path 
twice daily. It is here where Louisa’s verbal documentation of your child’s day is always detailed 
and told with finesse and integrity. 

Support Staff 

Rai Choonara pronounced like a ray of sunshine BCom Marketing (Admin Manager) 
Rai is our Small World Secretary with a difference. She is also head of finances, a teacher to all the 
children who come and play in her office, and a co-developer of curriculum (amongst many other 



things). She is your go-to person for anything admin or otherwise. Her gentle yet rock-steady ways 
inspire the children and the teachers alike. 

Patience Ndlovu (Chef Extraordinaire)  
Patience is the Small World Chef. She is a chef with a difference though, because her food is 
cooked with her name mixed into the ingredients: patience. She always has time to stop and listen 
to children while mixing pap on the stove. She lets them taste, or asks them what they think of a 
newly inspired dish. Her food is healthy, beautifully presented, so yum, and the highlight of 
everyone’s day.  

Langton Ncube (Gardener & Caretaker) 
Langton can be found in the Small World garden on a Monday and a Friday. The children trail him 
quite regularly, willing to help, cut, trim or make jokes. He is patient with the children, and co-
teaches Small World values with the other teachers. 

Ephasia Masenya 
Ephasia our Small World Cleaner who comes in on a Monday,Wednesday & Friday.She is hard 
working, kind natured and is always smiling. 

Mary Howe Watson- Permaculturist 
Small World invited Mary to help with their community garden in the small park opposite the 
school-the children’s gift to the community.She is now a regular  visitor to the school and comes 
every Monday & Friday 



Communication & community 
At Small World we value your insight and involvement. Staff, children and their families form a 
close community who develop our school together. 

Getting involved 

School Council 
At the beginning of the year, two parents per class volunteer to participate in our School Council. 
They 

• help shape the direction, focus and vision of our school;  
• are a soundboard for Lindi & their class teachers; 
• help new parents to connect/ plug-in at the school; 
• organize their class picnic, their teachers’ birthday celebration and help with a class 

outing; 
• they meet once per quarter with Lindi. 

School Council parents are NOT responsible for admin: consult info brochure or Rai (Admin 
Manager). 
School Council parents are NOT responsible for issues regarding your child: please speak directly to 
your teacher, the playgroup or preschool manager, or Lindi. 

Parent portfolios 
We want parents to play a part in co-creating our school. Parents sign-up at the start of the year to 
a specific portfolio. They decide the agenda together and help out as and when required  - from 
website design to plumbing, to organising, gardening or DJ’ing at a party. Where does your interest 
or strength lie? 

❖ Events & Fundraising    
▪ School concert, school picnic, annual art sale or something new? 

❖ Communication    
▪ Are parents getting the info they want? Is there new tech to use? Help with our 

website? 
❖ Environment , The 3rd Teacher    

▪ What do we want in our playground, garden, piazza and classrooms? 
❖ Inclusion    

▪ How do we continue to build and strengthen all aspects of our diversity at SW? 
❖ Sustainability 

▪ Using green energy, avoiding plastics, sourcing locally, growing our own veggies? 
❖ Remida   

▪ The Art of recycling. How do we build an inspiring resource for our various Ateliers? 
❖ Art Aterlier 

▪ Do you have an interest in art, or know artists we can partner with? 
❖ Food Atelier 

▪ New recipes, new ingredients, take-away meals? 
❖ Digital & Light Atelier 

▪ Is the new tech, interesting exhibitions, 2nd hand equipment you know of? 
❖ Music Atelier 

▪ Want to teach some music, come share your instrument, inform us of concerts? 

Let’s talk! 

Communication is very important at SW. We share your child’s journey daily in our documentation 
and we want parents to document with us. The various ways of talking, writing, vlogging, storying 
create a very rich picture. The weekly newsletter provides the minimum you need to know. 
Teachers are always around at drop-off and pick-up time, so please take a minute to catch up with 
them.  

Newsletter & Vlogs 
If you’re only going to read one thing - then the weekly newsletter should be it. It contains a 
summary of what each class got up to, as well as upcoming events. Sent out via email & whatsapp. 

WhatsApp groups 
You will be added to a Class group and a SW-school group.  
- The class group is for teachers & parents to communicate, share daily events, notify each other 

of illness, share birthday invites or other things of mutual interest. 



- In the whole school group, only the Admins (Teachers) can post, to inform parents of matter of 
interest to the whole school. It is like our virtual notice board. 

Our chef, Patience, runs a Food group, to offer parents take-home meals. Orders are placed on the 
group. 

WhatsApp Policy 
• Restrict messaging to 7am – 7pm 
• Be courteous and considerate 
• Use groups only for messages that concern the whole group – else please use private 

messages. 

Facebook 
This is a closed group, strictly for Small World families only. You will find reflections and pictures of 
your child and all the other Small World classes. Please comment and share your thoughts! Similar 
content to Storypark, just a different app.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/
smallworldplaygroup/ 

Storypark 
Storypark is a private online forum where teachers post stories about your child and their class. It is 
like an online e-portfolio of your child’s learning. You can access the app/ website at your leisure. 
You can also add stories from home. Only you can see this (unless you choose to add other family 
members). You will receive an invite to Storypark from your Teacher. 

Instagram 
Follow us @smallworldschool. Public posts of general interest about our school. (No pictures of 
recognizable children). 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/smallworldplaygroup/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/smallworldplaygroup/


Small World Events 

School Events 

Parents’ Info Evening 
There is usually one of these evenings twice a year. One is held in January to inform all enrolled 
children’s parents what to expect of the year. The other is at the end of the year and serves as a 
general information evening on the Reggio approach.  

Doc Party 
A Doc Party is a parents-only get-together at school, where the teachers and the Atelierista make 
visible the documentation they have gathered over a specific time about the learning of the group. 
Parents are invited to co-construct learning at these parties. It’s a wonderful evening of sharing 
stories and insights. It is an atmosphere of togetherness where parents bring something to eat and 
drink. Usually held half way through the year. 

Valentine’s Day Picnic 
February is the month of love, and we celebrate this by having a Valentine’s get-together at 
somebody’s house. The playgroup usually has theirs together, and the preschool splits up to make 
numbers more manageable. Everybody brings a small snack and drinks; the children play and 
parents get to know each other better. It is also time to get to know your class rep.   

Family Day 
Family Day is a big outdoor picnic in a park to celebrate all things “family”. It is a day when 
mothers, fathers, grandparents, caregivers and godparents gather to get to know each other better.  

School Photos Week 
Small World has a photographer who comes in for a week to take class photos and capture some 
moments of your child. A sample of the pictures is made available to you with an option to buy. It is 
not compulsory to buy these photographs.  

Photo Books 
In November your class teacher composes a 20-page report and picture book of your child at Small 
World. It is a detailed observation piece that features documentation that has been gathered about 
your child over the year. It is a beautiful memory of the year and also a treasured gift for 
grandparents and godparents. 
Children who started at Small World before Sep will receive an end-of-year report. The electronic 
copy is made available to all parents at no cost. Professionally printed, hardcover books can be 
ordered and are handed out on the last school day of the year. 
“It’s the most read book in our bookcase!” - Hannah Pirnie, mom of Florence, Arhtur & Clement 

Year End Celebration  
At the end of the year, we celebrate! It is a huge party and concert that involves some freestyle 
singing by the children. We dress up, hang fairy lights, and make the environment as festive as we 
possibly can. This event is run entirely by parents.  

The Giving Tree 
Before the Year End Celebration, each parent and child put together a gift box for an 
underprivileged child at a school we partner with. This is an experience for your child in giving/
sharing in gratitude. The list of items goes onto the notice boards at the end of the year and we 
encourage your child to do most of the packing him/herself. These things will go a long way in 
bringing smiles to these little faces and we ask you to use this to explore what giving means to your 
family, to work through the questions and feelings that arise in the process, but also to enjoy the 
open-heartedness and joy this journey can bring. We will then gather all of our gifts under the 
Giving Tree, which will have been lovingly decorated by the children. “In giving, we are making 
conscious connections with other people, which makes life feel more purposeful, 
therefore it is” - Mbali Creazzo from Cami Walker’s 29 Gifts. 

RAK week 
Random Acts of Kindness Week is about your child looking for opportunities to be kind, then 
actually doing those kind acts, and then writing them down on your slips of paper. Send the strips 
of paper in as we will be taking about them in Ring. 

Birthday Ring 



On their birthday, we celebrate your child’s special day when we gather for circle time. Their 
classmates will have made a special crown for your child to wear for the day. Children are also told 
the story of their lives, year by year, from birth to the present day. Parents, siblings, grandparents 
or caregivers are encouraged to be part of the little ceremony. 
Part of the Birthday Ritual is to present a favourite book to the school.  Write a personalized 
message inside and sign this with your child's name. It is wonderful for the children to read "their 
book.” Parents bring cupcakes for the class to celebrate together in the fairy forest! 

Optional other events of interest 

AREA Conference 
AREA stands for the Africa Reggio Emilia Alliance. It is the official reference point for the Reggio 
approach in South-Africa. AREA provides information and professional development on the Reggio 
approach for South African educators. To this end, they organise an annual conference in June, 
which most teachers attend. Parents are welcome to attend this conference too.  For more info on 
events and training https://reggio.co.za 

Reggio@Home Training 
There is annual training for your child’s caregiver at Small World. It is basic training into the Reggio 
approach and helps parents and caregivers to be on the same page as the school. It takes place on 
a Saturday morning. 

Tea ‘n Tour 
If you have friends interested in joining the Small World family, why not invite them to come on a 
Tea ‘n Tour with Lindi? She explains what sets us apart from the rest and prospective parents have a 
chance to look around and ask questions.  Tea ‘n Tours happen on selected Monday afternoons. See 
website for details. 

Health Policy 

When to keep your Sick Child at Home 

Deciding if a child who is only mildly sick should go to childcare or school can be hard. The parent 
may have very little time to watch the child before they arrive at school. Also, a child may be quite 
chirpy in the early mornings, and only become lethargic later in the day. However, as a community, 
we all have the responsibility to ensure our children get the time they need to rest when not well. 
We also share in the responsibility to prevent the spread of infections. We do not feel it is our place 
to send away children at the gate, as we do not know what kind of night the child has had, and we 
trust that no-one would send their child to school if they did not feel up to it. 

Most infections are spread by children who do not have symptoms. They often spread germs before 
or after their illnesses and without evidence of symptoms. Also, exposure to frequent mild 
infections helps the child’s immune system develop in a healthy way. Since exclusion is unlikely to 
reduce the spread of disease, the most important reason for exclusion is the ability of the child to 
be well enough to participate in the school, and the staff to care for the child. 

Also, NOTIFY THE SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY if your child is exposed to or contracts chicken pox, mumps 
or measles. These conditions can be life threatening to pregnant mommies or children with 
immune-deficiency. 

Is my child too sick to attend school? YES, in the following cases... 

FEVER. Children should be without a fever and medication (38 degrees and up) for 24 hours before 
returning to school. Call the doctor if the fever is accompanied by other symptoms such as 
congestion, sore throat, cough, and earache, or unable to eat or drink etc. 

CHILLS. A child with chills feels excessively cold and may be shivering, even when wrapped in 
blankets. Chills may be caused by a fever, flu, common cold, or virus – contact your doctor about 
your child’s symptoms. 

https://reggio.co.za


VOMITING, NAUSEA & DIARRHEA. A child who is throwing up or has diarrhea needs to stay home. 
Do not send your child back to school until he/she has gone 24 hours without vomiting or having 
diarrhea and is fever-free. Call the doctor if your child is both vomiting and having diarrhea or has 
a severe case of either. 

SORE THROAT. If your child wakes up with a sore throat but no other symptoms, offer him water to 
see if the discomfort was simply from dry air or post-nasal drip during the night. If he has a fever 
and the pain continues, call his doctor. Strep throat and other throat infections can only be 
diagnosed by a throat culture. If your child has Strep, he/she can return to school after being on 
antibiotics for 24 hours AND fever-free without medication for 24 hours. If your child is diagnosed 
with Strep Throat, please let us know as soon as possible. 

COLDS. Keep a child with a cold at home only if he/she feels too tired to complete school activities 
or has a fever. Kids are most contagious the first day of the cold – teach your children to blow/wipe 
their own nose, wash their hands, and cover their mouth ("catch your cough") when coughing. 
Because we cannot keep our kids out of school every time they catch a cold or are getting over a 
cold, learning good hygiene (hand washing!) is important. Nasal discharge that is green or yellow 
should probably stay at home. Noses running clear can come to school. 

COUGHS. Keep your child home if a cough keeps them up at night, appears to get worse as their 
activity level increases or if they also have other symptoms, such as a fever, short of breath, or 
wheezing. You can send your child to school if the cough is just from an old cold and they feel okay 
otherwise. Call the doctor if the cough leads to difficulty breathing or the fever increases. If your 
child’s cough is due to asthma, please let us know what to do before bringing inhalers to school. 

RASHES. Contagious diseases that cause the following rashes need to be reported to us 
immediately: chickenpox, impetigo, scarlet fever, measles, fifth disease (also called 'slapped cheek 
disease'), ringworm, scabies. Call the doctor if the rash spreads, does not improve, or is 
accompanied by a fever. Do not send your child to school if they have an unknown cause of rash, 
please contact your health care provider. 

EAR INFECTIONS. Cold and flu that cause ear infections are contagious, but ear infections 
themselves are not. Your child can return to school once he has seen his health care provider and 
started medication (usually antibiotics). 

GENERAL MUSCLE ACHES AND PAINS. Generalized aches and pains can be a sign of the flu. Cold 
and flu that cause aches and pains are contagious, but the general muscle aches are not. Your child 
can return to school once they are fever free or started on medications (antibiotics). 

PINKEYE. A child with bacterial conjunctivitis is highly contagious and should be kept home until he 
has been on prescription eye drops or ointment for at least 24 hours. If your child wakes up and the 
whites of his eyes are red, there is pus discharge, and/or the eyelashes are matted shut, call your 
health care provider and do not send your child to school. 

HEAD LICE. Lice lay eggs (nits) that attach to the shaft of the hair. Shampoos (pediculocides) can 
be purchased over-the-counter – follow the instructions exactly on the box. All nits must be 
removed from the hair before the child can be readmitted to class. A physician’s visit is not 
necessary, but you do need to notify the school so appropriate classroom lice checks can be 
conducted.  

Vaccination Info Sheet 

General information about vaccinations: 
- Outbreaks of vaccinated disease can occur in both vaccinated and unvaccinated groups. One 
reason for this may be because of new strains of diseases surfacing which are not sensitive to 
vaccines. 
- Children who have been immunised can still contract the disease however it is often a mild 
presentation. 
- Outbreaks of vaccinated diseases do not pose significant risk to vaccinated children and adults but 
instead can pose significant risk to the following vulnerable groups: infants or younger children who 
have not received vaccinations yet, unvaccinated pregnant women and adults, and immune-
compromised children and adults. 
- Most vaccinated diseases are notifiable therefore highlighting the importance of attaining a 
confirmed diagnosis from a qualified medical practitioner if such a disease is suspected. 



- It is paramount to highlight the importance of each parent taking responsibility of understanding 
the benefits and risks of both not vaccinating and vaccinating children so that as a community we 
are fully informed on this issue. 
- In South Africa vaccination is strongly recommended by the Department of Health and is 
voluntary. 

Small World School Guidelines on Vaccinations: 
-As a school it is important to know the vaccination status of each child so that should a child 
present with symptoms suggestive of certain illnesses which pose a risk to above vulnerable groups, 
we can take necessary pre-cautions. 
-We do not refuse admission based on vaccination beliefs. This is in keeping with the South African 
Constitution and admission policies followed by the Department of Education. 
-We require all families to state the immunisation status of their children on - this forms part our 
policy aiming to protect every child in our community. 
-We encourage all parents to actively research and inform themselves on national guidelines and 
recommendations regarding child health including vaccinations. 



Costs 

Fee structure 

We aim to keep our fees as affordable as possible, while giving your child a rich learning 
environment.  

What is included in your school fees? 
Your child will benefit from a teacher, a co-teacher, a full-time atelierista, as well as involvement 
from our pedagogista, Lindi, in every class. 
Children enjoy a delicious, vegetarian, mid-morning meal, prepared by our chef Patience. 
All stationary, paint, clay, charcoal, canvasses and other materials used in the Art Ateliers are 
included. 
All seeds, plants, containers and other ingredients used in the Food Atelier are included. 
At the end of the year, you will receive a beautiful, keepsake Photo Book of your child, in 
electronic format. 
Annual increase 7-10% on fees.This increase also includes also added value every year like home 
grown food 2019 and a digital atelier in 2020  

Payment 
Fees can be paid monthly, termly or annually – in advance. Fees must be paid punctually for the 
school to operate efficiently. You will receive invoices from the school’s Admin Manager. 
- Annual fees must be paid by 20 January (3% discount) 
- Termly fees must be paid by 20 Jan, and quarterly thereafter before 5 Apr, Jul and Oct 
- Monthly fees must be paid by 20 Jan and monthly thereafter before 5 Feb – 5 Dec. 
- Aftercare fees must be paid termly, unless you choose to come ad hoc & pay the more costly 

daily rate 

A once off registration fee is due on acceptance of your child’s place at Small World. This fee is 
non-refundable and is also used to secure a space for your child. It also goes towards maintaining 
existing infrastructure and improving it. Your child can enjoy things like the tree-house library, the 
trampoline, a bike track and new scooters etc. 
See below for this year’s costs. 

Notice 
Please note we require a full term’s notice if you wish to withdraw your child’s enrolment, failing 
which you will be liable for a term’s fees upon your child leaving. 

MySchool Card 
Please consider joining MySchool and choosing Small World  Playgroup as a beneficiary. Every time 
you use your card at any of their partner stores, they'll give back a percentage of your spend to 
Small World, at absolutely no cost to you! You can get MySchool cards from Rai at our school office, 
or use a virtual card  - download the app at http://www.myschool.co.za/ 

Optional Extra Expenses 

We try to keep additional expenses to a minimum. To assist you in planning, we’ve listed probable 
extra expenses for the year– all optional: 

Printed, hardcover copy of Photo Book  ± R350  (you may want to buy extra copies for 
grandparents) 
Printed copies of School Photos ± R100 – R300 
Printed set of 6 greeting cards with children’s art  ±R150 
Birthday Ring class cupcakes & gift book  ± R 350 
Year-End optional gift collection for Teachers/ Support Staff, at your discretion  ±R500 
Preschool Class outings  ±R100 
Story telling/ Puppet Theatre day  ±R50 
Family Day Picnic  ±R50 per family 
Year End Celebration (venue fee) ±R50 per adult 

http://www.myschool.co.za/


Party Venue 
On weekends, the school can be hired out as a party venue for 3 hours.If you are interested, please 
email us for more information. 

Trailer Hire  
The school trailer can be hired at R200 per day.Fines and damages are to be paid for by the leasee. 



Quick Reference  2020  

School Hours 

The school gate closes at 8:30 am sharp, so teachers and children can start their day. 
Children not collected by 12:30 pm automatically join aftercare and will be invoiced on the daily 
rate. 

Keep you child at home if they’ve had these symptoms in the previous 24 hours: 
Fever, chills, vomiting & nausea, diarrhea, unknown rashes, pinkeye, head lice. Notify the school 
immediately if your child has chicken pox, mumps or measles (can be life-threatening to pregnant 
women). 

Extra murals 

Extra-murals are booked and paid directly with providers. 

Contact details 

Day Drop off Class time Collect

Playgroup Every day 8:00 - 8:30  8:30 - 12:00 12:00 - 12:15

Preschool Every day 7:30 - 8:30  8:30 - 12:15 12:15 - 12:30

Seedlings Thursdays 14:00 - 16:00

Aftercare Tuesday – Friday 12:00 - 14:00

Holiday Club 1st week of holiday 7:30 - 8:30 8:30 – 14:00

Day Time Activity Term Cost Name Contact

Mon 12:30- 13:00 Yoga R750 Tami Morris 082 469 6168

Tue 12:30- 13:00 Preschool Playball R 715 Nqobile Mnkandla 072 845 6437

Wed 12:15- 12:45 Playgroup Playball R 715 Nqobile Mnkandla 072 845 6437

Thu 12:30 – 13:00 Kids Coding R 710 Kirsten Mittwoch 083 646-5616

Wed/
Thu

12:30- 13:15 Pottery R100/
session

Mara Baasch 082 895 7798

Role Name Contact

Playgroup Manager Sarah Spring 072 226-9678

Preschool Manager Tessa Hallowes-Stobie 084 504 8126

Operations Manager Louisah Legadima 066 301 2707

Principal Lindi Bell 082 879 8303

Office Manager Rai Choonara 083 524 5755 / smallwordplaygroup@gmail.com

Aftercare Naz Scholtz 084 614 0786

Chef Patience Ndlovu 063 210 3702



What to pack? 
Food:   

1 x fruit or vegetable to share at Fruti-Tuti . 
Children receive a nutritious snack daily. See menu for details. 
1x Labelled water bottle. Please leave water bottle at school. 
No medication in school bags! Please give directly to your teacher . 
If staying for aftercare/ extra-murals: pack a nut-free lunch. 

Clothes:   
Wear old clothes that can be slathered in paint and mud! 
One extra set of clothing (and diapers if not potty trained).  
Please LABEL everything and check Lost & Found regularly! 

Preschool Mondays:  
Please pack a NUT FREE snack, water bottle, hat & sturdy shoes! Remember suncream! 

Toys/ bikes/ scooters:  
Please leave them at home - we have more than enough to play with at school. 

Termly Supplies: 
Please label a bag with your child’s name and hand to Patience during the first week of 
every term with the following supplies: 
1x Box of tissues   
2x Rice Cakes or 1x Provitas double pack 
2x Toilet rolls (if potty trained)OR 2x Wet wipes (if not potty trained)    
1x Box of Rooibos /herbal teabags 
2L Milk 
1 Pkt filter coffee if parents stay in the mornings 

School Fees 2020 

Annual 
Fees

Paid Monthly 
(x12) Paid Termly (x4)

Paid Upfront 
(x1) 3% 
Discount

5 Days/ 
week 51,000 4250 12750 49,470

4 Days/ 
week 44,400 3700 11,100 43,068

3 Days/ 
week 39,900 3325 9,975 38703

Once off 
Registration 
Fee

4,000 4,000

Aftercare 
Fees 

1 day / week 
2 days/ week 
3 days/ week 
4 days/ week

2,400 
4,800 
7,200 
9,600

R65 /day if ad 
hoc

R60 /day till 2pm 
if paid termly 
600 1,200 1,800 
2,400

R120 /day till 
4pm if paid 
termly



All fees payable by the 5th of each month or term (January payments due by 25th) 
Payable in advance via EFT or SnapScan. 
Bank details: 

Small World Playgroup 
FNB, Melville (256505) 
Account number: 6266-1265-598 
Reference: Child Name & Surname 

School Terms 2020 

T1: 15 January- 20 March  

T2: 14 April-12 June 

T3: 7 July- 18 September 

T4: 6 October- 2 December 

  

Classes  

Holiday Club R220 per day

Playgroup Age Teacher / Co-teacher Birthday

Bubble Guppies 1/ 2yo Seluleko Nyathi 
074 642 8036

2 November

Bubble Guppies Nazmeen Scholtz 
084 614 0786

6 January

Bubble Guppies Pinky Dlamini 16 April

Shongololo 2yo Aimee Pahad 19 December

Shongololo Lynette Ncube 
073 311 8852

1 January

Rafikis 2/ 3yo Nancy Zvouma 
060 491 5927

5 May

Rafikis Courtney Townshend 2 March

Art Atelier All ages Sarah Spring 
072 226 9678

25 September

Preschool Age Teacher / Co-teacher Birthday



Dionne & Jarred 3/ 4yo Dionne Mankazana 
072 567 6443

17 October

Dionne & Jarred Jarred Parenzee 2 May

Protea 4/ 5yo Lucy Buhr 21 April

Protea Kelebogile Motshwane 10 January

Umusa 5/ 6yo Emma Povey 27 October

Umusa Samson Ncube 10 August

Art Atelier All ages Tessa Hallowes Stobie 
084 504 8126

20 June

Kitchen All ages Patience Ndlovu 26 December

Operations All ages Louisah Legadima 25 September

Garden All ages Langton Ncube 24 January

Whole School All ages Ephasia Masenya 11 January

Whole School All ages Lindi Bell 28 July

Office All ages Raihana Choonara 18 May
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