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Dear Parents 

RETURN TO SCHOOL IN TERM 3 

MASKS 
5 year-old children and under don’t need to wear a mask at school. Parents who wish to send 
their child in a mask/floppy hat/visor may also do so. A spare cloth mask needs to be in your 
child’s bag at all times.  

SCREENING  
This is compulsory and part of our legal requirements for re-opening our school. No child will be 
allowed to come in and play unless they have been screened by you and temperature-checked by 
us. We are hoping to make this process as painless and efficient as possible by using an online 
google questionaire called ‘Child Screening Form’ that Kate from our Parents Association has 
developed for us. This allows you to quickly fill in the questions in the morning before leaving for 
school. Obviously, if your child has any 2 or more of these symptoms, they should stay at home. 
This Child Screening form allows us to fill in each child’s temperature (morning, mid-morning, and 
Storytime) on the same form. 
 
All staff are screened before entry and temps taken and recorded 3 x per day.  
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ENTRY & EXITS 

1. An adult needs to bring your child in each morning to ensure that the Child Screening
‘symptom’ checklist has been filled in prior to leaving from home and that the child can be 
handed over safely. I suggest that if you have a thermometer at home, take their temp as a 
precautionary measure. We do know that temperature taking is not a fail-safe way of 
screening, but it all helps.

2. On arrival at school each day: PLAYGROUP DROP-OFF 8:00 - 8:30; PRESCHOOL DROP-OFF 
8:30 - 9:00; SIBLINGS may arrive together around 8:30am

3. If arriving in a car/on foot/by bicycle/uber, queue on the school side of the road and wait until 
you can pull up in front of the gate and to be welcomed by Louisa.

4. Louisa will check on our live updated google form whether you have completed the Pre-
screening questions from home. Your child’s temperature will be taken with our thermoscanner 
and recorded by Louisa.

5. If applicable: Adult to remove child’s mask if they are wearing one & take it home to wash/
bring back to put on your child when leaving the premises.

6. No parents may enter the school premises. Visitors/service providers eg food delivery/
maintenance will be kept to the afternoons as far as possible. And, they will need to sign in 
and sanitize if entering the premises. Wearing of a mask is compulsory.

7. Please adhere to social distancing should you arrive at the school gate when another child is 
being dropped off and going through entry procedure.

8. Your child will wash hands upon arrival with warm water and hand soap and dry their hands 
with kitchen toweling.

9. They will then go and hang their school bag in a well-ventilated place (instead of inside in the 
classroom).

10. They will get straight to playing at one of the many provocations set up outside and in the Art, 
Food and Stem Ateliers. Teachers will also set up their classroom provocations outside or 
under the well-ventilated stoeps.

11. Children who get sick or show symptoms that may be linked to Covid-19, or any other illness 
(see existing SW Wellness Policy 2020), need to stay at home. If a child shows symptoms/temp 
is more than 37.5C on arrival at school they will be asked to go home; and if a child shows 
symptoms during the day, they will be isolated from the other children in our sick bay with a 
mask on to protect the teacher standing by, and you will be contacted to collect your child 
immediately.



EMOTIONAL SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN - if a child needs support upon separating from their 
parents, teachers will be on hand at the gate. If physical care is needed at this time, it will be 
offered. Teachers will then quickly go and wash hands or remove our ‘Hug Aprons’. We would 
request parents to start preparing their children for return to school by showing them the little 
Story video we will send out and by supporting us to not make long, fraught goodbyes at the 
gate. This never makes for a good day for children and we have always encouraged a confident 
clear drop-off routine. We are hoping to be able to have pre-return small group play dates at 
school (if we are allowed) to help the children orient themselves to their new classroom/teacher/
bag hook/daily routine, but also to be able to just Play with a few of their friends, and spaces. 
They have missed it so! 

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT FOR PARENTS - Once we get going into the term, we would like to offer 
weekly Coffee ‘n Chats on Zoom, just to check in and chat about how things are going. For us, 
not being able to connect with you as parents is one of the greatest losses of this time and we will 
miss out Driveway Chats and Coffee on the Stoep. Though it’s not the same, we will be 
connecting where possible through our existing digital platforms (Class WhatsApps, Storypark, 
Zoom Parents Meetings).  

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT FOR TEACHERS/SUPPORT STAFF - It goes without saying that us 
teachers/support staff are under huge strain at the moment with having to manage the risks of 
Covid contagion, the double challenges of going back to online and actual schooling, the 
demands of cleanliness and hygiene as well as having our own families to look after. This is a lot 
to bear, especially with limited financial resources and having had to say goodbye to dear 
colleagues and children. Nevertheless, those of us returning to school are up for the challenge 
and are excited about being able to see the children again and do what we love best. If a 
member of our team does become ill during this time, you will be informed immediately, and if 
there are enough hands on deck, this class will be substituted/co-taught by one of us while they 
are self-isolating. We return to school with around 30 something children per day and 10-11 staff 
members so the child:adult ratio has become even more favorable. Nevertheless, we have all had 
to pick up on new jobs and many of us have been working solidly since January.  I would like to 
ask that we do everything we can to make our staff feel supported (a meal, a little Whatsapp note, 
etc). This is not the time for stigmatization, rather support and collaboration for our amazing team 
who have committed to return to school at this time.  

CLEANING & REORGANIZING  
• We are busy cleaning all the outdoor and indoor equipment and putting away any items that are

difficult to sanitise daily. We have created a Resource Library out of the old Elemental class so
the teachers can fetch selected equipment like puzzles/books/games/musical instruments/
blocks etc. to be used for that day. These will then be cleaned thoroughly after use and
replaced.

• We will be cleaning all the outdoor and indoor equipment daily during the middle and at end of
each school day.

• The tables and chairs used by the children will be wiped down between each child using them.

• As staff, we have discussed the measures that need to be put in place to address, prevent and
combat the spread of Covid-19. The Standard Operating Procedure provided by the DSD is



sensible and provide good guidelines. We will be receiving ongoing training and role-play of 
these various scenarios so that we can confidently put into practice our cleanliness and hygiene 
protocols.  

• All children will be washing hands with soap and water using our special “Wash Wash Wash your
Hands” song before and after each activity is 4-5 times per day. We have had special water
troughs made for this that use running water outside with 5 outlets, so that we don’t have
queues of children all lining up at one basin inside to wash their hands.

PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
• If your child has underlying medical issues that may place them at higher risk, you need to go

for an assessment with your doctor to confirm attendance at school. It is important to note that
although physical distancing will be encouraged and emphasized to the children, that is not
always possible to completely enforce with small children.

• We will do our best to keep children appropriately distanced from one another by doing school
outside, playing playground games that naturally involve physical distancing, only 3-4 allowed
on the trampoline at a time, arranging chairs at least a meter apart from each other when in
class rings outside or eating in the outdoor Friendship Forest. We will try to keep these whole
class times eg rings, snack time, story time shorter than 15 minutess and only 1 class in a space
at a time, cleaning chairs and surfaces in-between use. Each child will have their own marked
chair.

WHAT’S NEEDED FROM YOU 
Here is a list of what to pack in your school bag:

1. Your child’s school bag, cleaned inside and out, with a loop on it for hanging in the bag hooks
outside. We are looking at this bag staying at school for the week and only going home for a
refill on the weekend.

2. 2 full changes of warm clothes (2 x bottoms, 2 x tops, 2 x socks, and a jacket in addition to the
one they are wearing). Label all school clothes and shoes as we want to limit lost property.

3. If your child is in nappies, pack 2 x nappies per day for the week in an extra shopper bag with
your child’s name on it. In other words, if you child is attending 3 days per week, pack 6
nappies in a marked shopper bag.

4. If your child is potty training, pack lots of extra bottoms for the week in a marked shopper
bag.

5. Pack a marked cloth mask in case your child starts to show symptoms during the morning so it
can be worn while waiting for you to come pick them up.

6. NO toys/dummies/water bottles/fruity tooty to be brought from home.

Here is a list of this term’s Termly Supplies to send in a marked shopper bag:
- Provita
- Liquid Hand soap
- Box Tissues
- 2 pack Kitchen Toweling
- 1 pack wet wipes
- 2 loo rolls

(Please note, NO coffee/tea/milk required) 



  We ask that instead of daily Fruity Tooty, each family rather sends in a bag of oranges that we 
will cut up into “orange smiles” and offer each child a slice to munch on at ring times (so no 
sharing of fruit from platter as before). We don’t want these all arriving at school on Day 1 as we 
do not have space to store lots of pockets of oranges, and we want these to be fresh and 
packed with immune-boosting Vit C. So each of the classes will be asked to send in on a 
different week. 

 Your support and your ideas as we navigate this new normal will always be appreciated. Feel 
free to pop me a voice note or WhatsApp.  

There will be more information as we go, and as we share ideas and keep updated with the 
research. Some of this is likely to change over time. Let’s think smart and stay agile.  . 

Stay safe and take care 

Lindi Bell 




